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course seemed to them to offer no prospects for Ms future.
It was from Mrs. Sharp that her son inherited Ms Scandi-
navian physique and high colouring; for in appearance
he resembled his f air-complexioned, tall maternal grand-
father.   The blend of nationalities in him, slight though
the Swedish strain was, produced a double strain.   He
was, in the words of a friend, a Viking in build, a Scandi-
navian in cast of mind, a Celt in heart and spirit.
As a little cMld he was very delicate.
The long months each year by mountain and sea, and
the devotion of his Highland nurse Barbara, and his de-
light in open-air life, were the most potent factors in the
inward growth of his mind and spirit.   From his earliest
days he was a passionate lover of nature, a, tireless
observer of her moods and changes, for he had always
felt himself to be " at  one with nature, fellow with
the winds  and birds."    And Barbara,  the  Highland
woman, it was she who told him stories of Faerie,
crooned to him old Gaelic songs, and made his childish
mind familiar with the heroes of the old Celtic Sagas,
with the daring exploits of the Viking rovers and High-
land cMeftains.   It was she who sowed the seeds in his
mind of much that he afterward retold under the pseu-
donym of Fiona Macleod.

There are two stories of his childhood I have heard,
him tell, which seem to me to show that from earliest
years the distinctive characteristics of his markedly dual
nature existed and swayed him. From babyhood his
mind had been filled with stories of old heroic times,
and in Ms play he delighted in being the adventurous
warrior or marauding Viking, In the gray, inclement
days of winter when he was shut up in his nursery away
from the green life in the garden and the busy wee birds;
in the trees, he was thrown on the resources of Ms imag-
ination to fill the long hours. One snowy day, when he
was five years old, and he was tired of playing with Ms
baby sisters, who could not sufficiently rise to the occasion
and *play the distressed damsels to his deeds of knightly
eMvalry, he determined to sally forth in search of ad-